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e, 1t will,prove that he has e
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deaths torever on his.con
and_ his country’s conscience
Kennedy, acting,as Presid

happy landing m the Bay
ohe can use military force
astro yield these men up—|
not ready to- do, at. any

world ‘situation forbids the
t‘nird, allernative, and if the prickin

of conscience outlaw the second alterna-
tive, then the first alternative is th
only one open. For these reasons, the
first alternative, of lipgrating the ...H“S'
oners by paying ransom Y§Castio, has
appurently been thosen, TVED the terthn-
tationl t§ wall until alier the Nevem-

- and

d | potivies,
s U

e prisoners home .

United States, who author4.
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vezy great temptatlon* wxll apparentiy
be resisted.

There is & Seotch saying that a man
must . "dree” his own® weird,” ‘which
means, very roughly, that a ‘man must
have the guts to pay 18 hi¥ own follies
and stand up to. his olwnfate without
undue complaint. Kernedy seems ip

v | ve oveving this grim minnvtfon in_the

present instance and in a Wiy that is
not. common #mMong ponmeiﬁns, espe-
cially in an election year. %

The simple fact that thig &ssemial.v
moral choice must now be- discussed
mi election-year terms both {lfustrates
emphasizes a new phenomenon
of great significance. Partly because of

| | the mood of the country and partly be-

cause a good many Republicans would
have it so, foreign policy is becominy
a . primary.- fa r in domestic party

g a naval bleckade of (uba) for in-
stance. It .ds pretty clear, therefore.

that Pres 1den?k Kermmedy could"stir the -

eouniry to its gepths and lft it partl;;
from the dol ms by uhe simple ach
‘of ordering & bi!t: ade. .

Since the endiof the ladt war nothing
qui*o hkc tms wruatlorr Hhas ever bew

ot

and Lhe St::v!eﬁ’ TTnifm eze W as ;m
public pressure! on Presi ent Truman
to intervene th'™Rorea, orkon President
Eisenhower to “stand off the Chinese
Communists at @uemoy, 6r on President
Kennedy to adopt a bold; ﬂxm courss
in South Viet N&m <

But now theﬁm m public presst
not .ouly with Jrespect , tp Cuba but
also. Tess' drama Maﬁy but no less -
sstendly,  with® respect  fo Bem
Furtnermore, although few.people reai-
ize it, Berlin ties the Prestlént’s hands
in the Cuban situation, at least br tm,
present. i

The poini is fhat the erlin ori

s ow an
immense majoriiy of the countyy favor-

at last appears to be nearing a climax.

If fighiing is avpided durihg this cli-
max, it will he very surprising. Fighting
need not, and p?tgbahly wil

to an H-bomb war. Yet the oncoming
climax in the Berlin crisig is plainly
going to be a horribly risky and breath-
less business.

As the -President himsell told the
Congressicnal leaders at a briefing a
few days ago, the delicate apd danger-
ous lask of meeting the expected chal-
lenge at Berlin muut not be complicated
by the Cuban problem. That.the Beriin
correr must be romaded, in short, be-
fore the final cholgc is Inade, to tackle
or not to tackle £ Cuban problem.

not, lead |

tie preseni mood of -
e President fails to meet W gin -
jeuge of Beriin he mag. as weil seix
hls réslgnation. to. ihe Sepate, 1f r-

t,u e

" meets the challenge, and if there s

H-bomhb war, Cuba will not mabt
greatly. But if Kennedy meets a Be!
challenge with success, and withot ¥
an H-bgmb wary the whole world situn-

tion wil e . esloulably -bub, fa,vamm,
altered, and the mood of the counir:
will nsformed. ]
Ty “hasic, realistic o
tions: gotern the Admmxsmaﬁ-
5 ton! ut- since the coumtry

vy Cuba-conscious, it

: act to take time off from
preparing for the Berlin climax i order
10 rescue the Men at the Bay ol Py
from Castre's eruel grip.
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